Microclot generation (MCG) test in disease. Preliminary report.
Heparinized blood was taken up into capillary tubes and kept in vertical position at 37 degrees C for 24 hours to allow the red cells to sediment. Microclots appearing as radiant fibrin stars were seen under phase microscopy in the plasma portion of blood from certain patients. Such a positive microclot generation (MCG) test occurred in patients with some inflammatory diseases and cancer as well as in patients with certain skin disorders. The data suggest that the MCG test may serve in the detection of endotoxemia.